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   To relieve the burdens of the poor John Wesley collected clothes, 
forged the countryside for food and provided housing for the homeless. To 
improve the lives of children, he established schools all across England. 
And for the sick, he set up free medical clinics in his preaching houses. 

Today United Methodists follow in the footsteps of the early        
Methodists, joining hands in service to support one another and to help 
Godôs children, whenever and wherever we can through our apportioned 
funds, a connectional giving covenant that has become a strong, generous 
tradition and a lifelong personal commitment of United Methodists            
everywhere. We celebrate that covenant as we fulfill the promise we made 
the day we joined The United Methodist Church: ñto support the church with 
our prayer, our presence, our gifts and our service.ò 

As we enter another year, we look at our gifts and service through 
prayer and presence in joining together with United Methodists across the 
globe in becoming a 100 percent apportionment participating congregation. 
Each United Methodist church is encouraged to give according to its number 
of members. Is this a due? No. This is a mission in which we reach out to 
improve and enrich: 

 

  ǐ Reaching  out to disaster victims. 

  ǐ Improving the lives of children. 
  ǐ Enriching our spiritual lives. 

 
We reach out in offering our gifts of ministry through our                

apportionments to the ministries of the World Service Fund, Africa           
University, Ministerial Education Fund, Black College Fund,                      
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund, and specific approved projects of 
the General Board of Global Ministries. 

United Methodists believe that giving is an act of thanksgivingé an 
act of worship. Se we send our missionaries ï and ourselves ï into the 
world to spread the good news, feed the hungry, heal the sick, shelter the 
homeless and help Godôs children everywhere.    

ñDo all the good you can, in all the places you can, 
to all the people you can.ò   ðJohn Wesley 

ñAnd whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord   Jesus, giving thanks to Godéthrough himò   

 

(Colossians 3:17). 
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Repentance  
 

   Because of the cycle of the moon Easter would be 
exceptionally early this year, which means, of course, 
that Lent will arrive sooner that anyone will expect. An 
early Lent season means that Ash Wednesday will 
appear miraculously right before the very eyes of the 
parishioners themselves. Lent is a time for             self
-reflection and repentance in light of human      nature; 
yet as children of God who are not beyond the possi-
bilities of healing and redemption from sin. 
  Pastor John Logostole was busy at work in his     
office preparing the worship service for the upcoming       
Sunday morning when there was a knock on his door. 
  ñPastor John. Itôs me, Faith Piphany.ò 

 ñCome in, Faith,ò Pastor John answered. 
  ñPastor John. We have a problem.ò 
  ñWhatôs the problem, Faith?ò 
 ñWell, it says here in the bulletin that our Ash 
Wednesday service is next week.ò 
 ñYes.ò 
 ñWell, isnôt it kind of early for Ash Wednesday? Isnôt 
Ash Wednesday usually at the end of February or in 
March?ò 
 ñActually, Faith, sometimes it is early because of an 
early full moon.ò 
 ñWhat does the moon have to do with it? Didnôt     
Jesus die in April?ò Faith asked trustingly. 
 ñWe celebrate Easter at the time that the Jews used 
to celebrate Passover.ò 
 ñSo youôre saying we are Jewish?ò 
 ñNo. We are Christians, but Jesus is considered to 
be the Passover lamb who was sacrificed for all of us. 
The Passover took place on the fourteenth day of the 
month of Nisan in the Jewish calendar. Since the   
Jewish calendar is based on the phases of the moon, 
this meant that Passover commenced at full moon. 
Later, in western Europe, the date was fixed on the 
Sunday after the first full moon on or after March 21, 
which is why Easter falls on a different date each 
year. Jesus was sacrificed as he died, but was raised 
to life.ò 
 ñOh, I get it. Jesus sacrificed himself ï gave himself 
up for us ï and raised himself to new life.ò 
 ñActually, no. God did the work. God sacrificed 
Jesus to save us. God raised Jesus from death to life 
so that we, too, will be raised to new life. 

 ñNow I see. But sometimes I feel that I am not 
good enough to be saved.ò 
 ñLent is meant to be a time of preparation for 
Easter. It is a great time of renewal. We have an 
Ash Wednesday service as a time to prepare by         
confessing our sins.ò 
 ñPastor John, I think I am beginning to               
understand.ò 
 ñGood.ò 
 ñBut I have an awful lot to confess. I still think 
that sometimes I should be punished for the bad 
things that I do.ò 
 ñFirst of all, Faith, I canôt believe that you do a lot 
of bad things. Secondly, nothing we do is too bad 
for God to take away. All you have to do is confess 
what you have done and repent. God does the 
rest.ò 
 ñSo, Pastor John, even though I know about my 
sins, God washes them away when I repent.? 
 ñThatôs right.ò 
 ñThank you, Pastor John. I believe I can see a 
little more clearly now.ò 
 ñYou are welcome, Faith. I hope you will attend 
the Ash Wednesday service ready to confess and 
repent.ò 
 ñI have already confessed and repented in my 
heart. But I will be there to confess out loud and  
publicly to be washed clean. Thank you, Pastor 
John. I believe you are going to do very well here in 
Santific.ò 
 

ñYou are kind, God! Please have pity on me. You 
are always merciful! Please wipe away my sins. 
Wash me clean from all of my sin and guilt. I know 
about my sins, and I cannot forget my terrible guilt. 
You are really the one I have sinned against; I have           
disobeyed you and have done wrong. So it is right 
and fair for you to correct and punish me. I have 
sinned and done wrong since the day I was born. 
But you want complete honesty, so teach me true       
wisdom. Wash me with hyssop until I am clean and 
whiter than snow. Let me be happy and joyful!ò  
 

         ï Psalm 51:1-8. 
 
 

 Stay tuned next month for the continuing story of  
ñAs the Narthex Turns.ò 

 
 

By Pastor Randall Haase 



   The West Ohio   
    C o n f e r e n c e 

United Methodist Church announces an            
opportunity to apply for their annual       
college scholarships. Based on available 
funds, the West Ohio Conference offers 
three different scholarship opportunities for     
undergraduates attending institutions of 
higher learning. These scholarships are 
offered to graduating high school seniors 
and current college students who are 
members of a United Methodist Church.   
 Please contact Pastor Randy at the 
church office if you are interested in       
applying for a scholarship.  
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It seems that Christmas is 
barely over and already it is 

time to prepare for Lent!  Kids Kingdom 
Sunday school will focus our lessons in 
April on the Lenten theme.  This school 
year, we have been studying some of the 
important people in the Old Testament to 
learn how the people who lived before 
Christ prepared the way for others to learn 
Godôs message.  So far this year, we have 
learned about Moses, Joseph, David and 
Goliath, Isaiah, and Queen Esther.       
Februaryôs lessons will be on Ruth and 
Naomi. 

  Kids Kingdom is for children age four 
through the sixth grade.  Classes are also 
available for two and three year olds,    
middle and high school youth and adults of 
all ages.    A nursery is available during the 
Sunday school and worship hours for    
children through age two. 

   The Trinity Missions Committee 
will be hosting the ñOperation      
Christmas Childò mission next 
Christmas.  We are asking that 

you begin now to save and collect shoeboxes as 
you buy new shoes.  The shoeboxes will be 
wrapped and filled with specific and various items 
for children around the world.  More information 
about this    mission project will be given later, 
but, in the meantime, you are invited to save your 
shoeboxes. 

     Help support the 
Godôs Country            
Cooperative Parish 
(GCCP) by purchasing 
a United Methodist 

Magnet for your car or refrigerator.  The cost of 
each magnet is $5.00.  All profits 
support the mission projects within 
the GCCP ministry.   
     To purchase a magnet, please 
see the table in the back hallway of 
the church.   
     Thank you for your prayers and  support! 

  During Lent, Kid Stuff will 
end fifteen minutes earlier 

than normal so that leaders and families 
will be able to attend the special seasonal 
Wednesday evening services.  Beginning 
on Ash Wednesday, February 6th, through 
Wednesday, March 19th, Kid Stuff will be 
held from 6:15 until 7:15pm.  We welcome 
all children age 4 through the 6th grade 

 

PIZZA  FUNDRAISER  
 

For Henderson Settlement  and Katie Peterson  
 

   The Mission Committee will sponsor a Pizza 
Fundraiser of Tuesday, February 5, 2008 at East 
of Chicago Pizza, which is located at 917 W. 
State St., Fremont.  This is for the entire Day of 
business.  We will receive 30% of the sales on 
anyone who orders for this day.   
   When ordering, you must say your are      
ordering for the Fremont Cluster United  
Methodist Church Fundraiser.  
   No coupon offers will be accepted.  You must 
order regular price from menu.  
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Tuesday, Feb.5, call: 419 -332-8200  


